
PRAISE INTERNATIONAL

THE GOAL OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE – UNION WITH GOD.
NT JOHN 17:1-5 OT PSALM 1:1-3

Good Morning

Prayer for Ann Heidenriech’s healing and Tim Saxer’s Father.

Beloved I want to begin this morning into a series of messages centered around how Jesus saw the 
world and in turn I believe how He invites us to see the world.  

• The First Reality that I want to talk with you about in the life of Jesus – what I want to call 
the Goal of the Christian life – Union with God!

• I am indebted to my friends at Gravity leadership who have made these observations as a tool to 
help us as western thinkers begin to reconsider how we have seen the world around us.  

• The challenge for most 21st westerners is that we have grown up in around a system of thinking 
that has informed the way we see our world - that there is the sacred and the secular.  Sunday and
Monday, Christian station and secular etc but this is how we have seen our world.  So thoughts 
about the Kingdom of God are primarily .... out there or up there.  

• It shows up in preaching almost every week - ways to bring the life of God closer to our real 
life...and its has shown up in some curious ways.

Some communities have made it their goal to bring God as close as they can imagine - so the thought 
becomes something like this - God is out there and we want Him closer so we need to remove as much 
of the world’s system from ourselves.  So we separate and insulate ourselves from the world around 
us....’cloistered communities’....to bring God close.  This type of thinking has all kinds of variations - 
if you keep the code - life will be better for you.  If you break the code it will not.  So in my Dutch 
reformed background it actually became our ‘world’ and the unspoken rule was if you stay in these 
boundaries life works!  Moralism.

Other settings actually have gone in the opposite direction - if we gain all the power and control 
centers of the culture we can make it all perfect....by removing all the bad elements....we can have 
a sort of utopia!  So in this triumphal approach we direct the boundary lines.....all sorts of evil has 
occurred in the name of God....the crusades...manifest destiny....slavery....just to name a few - as a 
result of seeing God as someone we need to bring close to a very broken world and since the reason for 
His absence is our sin and brokenness we need to remove as much of that as possible.

I want to say this clearly - The Good News of the Gospel declares a different reality!  There is NO 
Split - God came to Redeem and Restore man to live in Union with Him.  

• The Reality that Jesus inhabited was a moment by moment union with His Father!
• The Good News of the Gospel and the Goal of the Christian life - is that kind of Union with 

God!
• Let me repeat that - Jesus reality was a moment by moment Union with His Father - IS the very 

Reality He came to bring to you and me.  

I was reading and praying into John 17 this past week and was intrigued by Jesus prayer...vs 1-5.  
• This is Jesus who knows the size of His authority vs 2 - over all flesh...
• And it is precisely what is demonstrated in His life ;

◦ Over sickness - heals

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  

Col 1:27b  JB Phillips
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◦ Over oppressed - deliverance
◦ Over lack - feeds thousands
◦ Over death - raised the dead
From my Pentecostal background we would call that ‘Glorious’....and it was...

Yet notice that Jesus begins His prayer by saying....’its time’....for what?
• To Glorify the Son....
• Glory - means - ‘exercise personal opinion that determines value’ - here is my very loose 

paraphrase.....Father its time for you to speak up....to weigh in!
• Father its time for you to reveal what you value
• Its time to reveal what you are really after....

And then Jesus reveals it...with clarity!
• Vs 1-5
• I want you to see this - Jesus is NOT focused on fixing what is broken - although He is about to 

do that...
• His focus is revealed repeatedly in John 17 - 

◦ Eternal life - vs 3 is knowing God - end of sentence!
◦ Goal of that life - vs 11 and 22-23 - Oneness - Union with God

Restoring to man the unchanged reality of the Godhead has shared before the world began!
look at vs 5

• Jesus walks in His humanity in Union with the Father.....not as a ‘show up and show off’ posture.
• But as a visual of what man created to exist in!
• This is Genesis 1-2

The gospel I grew up hearing usually started with me in Genesis 3 - all have sinned....that sin has caused 
separation....of sin Adam was removed from the garden...chasm created...

• The cross was God crossing the chasm.

Sin did create chasm - lets get a couple items right....
• First Adam was not removed because God could not look at His sin....He came looking...
• Adam is removed - to save him from the possibility of eternal hell....Gen 3:22 Amp

And the Lord God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of Us (Father, Son, Holy Spirit), 
knowing [how to distinguish between] good and evil; and now, he might stretch out his hand, and
take from the tree of life as well, and eat [its fruit], and live [in this fallen, sinful condition] 
forever”

The goal of the Godhead was divine Union - watch this....
• Jesus descends to the bottom of the chasm to restore man to union!  
• Father I desire that they be with me....and know that you Loved them like you loved me John 

17:23.
• Jesus Union with His Father was an invitation and preview if you will...to what God had always 

declared He would do....invite us to Union with the Father.

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  

Col 1:27b  JB Phillips
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Ezekiel 36:26-27 the voice
 26 I will plant a new heart and new spirit inside of you. I will take out your stubborn, stony 
heart and give you a willing, tender heart of flesh. 27 And I will put My Spirit inside of you and 
inspire you to live by My statutes and follow My laws. 

Beloved the goal of the Christian life is Union with God - 

Most evangelical settings we have been taught over and over that the goal of the Christian life is that 
we become true disciples.  Even to the point of defining what a true disciple looks like....

• Begins with a clear confession of Faith in Christ
• Become a member of a church
• then take a course in doctrine all the while being encouraged to be ‘faithful’ in Sunday service, 

small group fellowship and giving. 
• Complete a course on Christian growth - complete a a class on evangelism - look for 

opportunities to evangelize.
• Take a course on finances, marriage and parenting - then on how to study the bible, spiritual 

gifts, and counseling and if you are really committed a class on missions.  
• By this point you will be taking a significant role in leadership.

And yet we have individuals who have jumped through all of those hoops who are leaving the church 
and their confession of faith because it has NOT worked.....because it was all about the wrong goal.

• My point is simple - not that doctrine is bad, or service is empty or the ability to verbalize it is 
bad....my point is that we has missed the goal. 

• The goal of the Christian life is not precise doctrine, abundant service or eloquence - the goal of 
the Christian life is Union with God.  

The reality of Jesus was simple - I live in Union with the Father and trust His voice....and you can 
do the same John 10 - my sheep hear my voice....

The apostle Paul put it this way.....1 Cor 13....if I do all of this and don’t have love....it is nothing
• And just so we don’t miss it....John helps us get focus to Paul in 1 Cor 13....Love is not a virtue 

or a feeling. 
• Love is a person from whom all virtue flows that we have been invited to Union with.

What does all this mean?  We will talk more about this next week – God is present and at work.
• God has chosen His dwelling place – its you!

◦ Acts 7 and 17 – God does not dwell in buildings.
◦ Listen to Jesus John 14:16-18....you woke up this morning....and you lived...
◦ Eph. 2:19-22...you are becoming a dwelling of God!

• Things are NOT what they seem!
◦ 2 Cor. 4:16-ff – Treasure in jars of clay....inwardly we are being renewed...

• You do NOT have to imagine God as with you....He IS!

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  
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The question this morning is simple - 

Will you Surrender to this Reality?  Jesus reality is my reality....
• The goal of my life is Christ is not a well adjusted life of the sacred and secular....
• Not an accumulation of profound spiritual facts...
• Not an abundance of service....
• but a life of Union with God - Sunday to Monday - not just an idea but an actual Place of life.
• The goal of my life in Christ is Union with God...that He has made possible...this is eternal life to

know God.  What if Heaven begins now?
• What if we surrendered our heart in faith to what Jesus prayed in John 17?
• What if we surrendered our heart to the largeness of the apostle Paul’s prayer - to be filled with 

the fullness of God? Ephesians 3:14-21
Now to Him who is able to immeasurably more than we ask or imagine...

• What if we surrendered our heart in prayer to what the apostle Paul proclaims in Romans 8 - if 
God is for us who is against us?...For I am convinced that nothing can separate us from the Love
of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

• What if we surrendered to what Paul proclaims in 2 Cor 5 - if anyone is in Christ He is a New 
Creature....the old is gone and the new has come....beloved in Christ you have a new heart!

• What if we move ahead in our walk with Christ with the assumption that our new heart is good!

• When are filled with Him - that is actually Love coming to find its home in us...and we are 
transformed so that actual virtue flows from that Love.

How do we I surrender to Union with God?
1 - Saying Yes to His Love - surrender to the Good News of the Gospel.

Romans 6:1-7
2 - Saying Yes when I don’t feel lovely - knowing that He is not afraid of your weakness.
3 - Trusting His voice - still speaks, spirit, scripture, church, witness of the church and 
creation.

Close Nicene Creed

 I believe in one God, Father Almighty, Creator of
heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of
God, begotten of the Father before all ages;

Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten,
not created, of one essence with the Father
through Whom all things were made.

Who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven and was incarnate 
of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became man.

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  
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He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, 
and suffered and was buried;

And He rose on the third day,
according to the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father;

And He will come again with glory to judge the living
and dead. His kingdom shall have no end.

And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Creator of life, 
Who proceeds from the Father, Who together with the
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, Who 
spoke through the prophets.

In one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church.

I confess one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

I look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the age to come.

Amen.

Communion
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