
PRAISE INTERNATIONAL

THE SCANDAL OF JESUS – MARK 6:1-6
NT LUKE 10:38-42, OT PSALM 52:8-9

Good Morning
◦ Servolution - 12 -2 pm at the Headwaters Pavilion
◦ You may park for free at the 4th street lot (corner of Clinton and 4th Street north of the MLK) 

Parking can be har

Off the shores of the Philippines, a fisherman discovered a very large, misshapen pearl. It was not pretty.
It looked more like an amoeba, with blobs and folds everywhere. He took the unusual find home and 
stowed it under his bed as a good luck charm.

When he moved ten years later, he had no use for it, so he gave it to the local tourism office. It turned 
out to be the world’s largest pearl, with an estimated worth of roughly $100 million.

It’s easy to miss the value of something when it bears no resemblance to what we were thinking.
• Scripture tells us that the good news of the kingdom is like a priceless pearl (Matt. 13:45). But 

what if it doesn’t look like any pearl we’ve ever seen?

Mark tells us that Jesus and his disciples visited his hometown on a Sabbath. 
• He went into the synagogue and started teaching in a way that stunned his listeners. 
• People were scandalized here this man they had known since childhood had the audacity to say 

the things he did, as if he had the authority and credentials to do so.
• And we have an odd result – chapter 5 fear, chapter 6 Offense!

That reception impacted Jesus ministry;
• He could not do any miracles there, except lay his hands on a few sick people and heal them. 

And he was amazed at their lack of faith. (Mark 6:5–6)

It’s a little unnerving to read that Jesus was unable to perform any miracles that day. What happened? 
• At face value, it sounds as if the people’s lack of faith was his kryptonite, as if it weakened 

him or robbed him of his power. 
• The incident reads like a sad footnote to a day gone wrong, where Christ couldn’t do what he 

really wanted to do. And we see a caution against the dangers of unbelief.

Granted, faith is essential to the Christian life (Heb. 11:6). It’s difficult to receive anything from Christ if
we don’t believe he can offer it in the first place. 

• But is that all there is to this story? 
• If so, the unbelief of the people of Nazareth (or us) replaces Christ as the main character.
• Actually moving into bad theology making his strength dependent on the strength of our 

faith. 
• We become preoccupied with the sufficiency of our own belief; Do we have enough faith to 

make miracles happen? It puts Jesus at the mercy of our commitment to him.

As author Bryan Chapell put it when we are in that place 
• “Our faith is not so much in God as it is in the amount of belief we have conjured up to 

control him.”

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  

Col 1:27b  JB Phillips
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Yet the scripture tells us that Jesus came as the representation of the Father and to be installed as King of
a actual Kingdom – that beloved remains the agenda of Jesus even as He is rejected in Nazareth!

• Mark is actually making this clear in his gospel. despite appearances, it is not primarily about 
followers and their role in making miracles happen: It’s about Jesus Christ, the Son of God. And 
it is about his strength—not his weakness.

When Mark says Jesus “could not” perform any mighty works there, he isn’t suggesting the Lord was 
incapacitated in some way. 

• As New Testament scholar William Lane makes clear in his commentary on Mark, the “could 
not” is one of principle more than power. Working miracles in the absence of faith was 
impossible because it would have directly contradicted Christ’s message.

• No need for approval
• In fact it is he very lack of a dramatic display in Nazareth becomes a revelation of Jesus’ 

character.

Think for a moment about the people of Nazareth. They could not bring themselves to accept Jesus as 
the Son of God. The whole notion of him being special was offensive. They are scandalized, it did not fit
their understanding of the world.

And why would it? 
• Important people have money. 
• They have good looks, the right schooling, impressive resumes, connections to other influential 

individuals.
•  Jesus was just a local boy no different than anyone else who had a sketchy origin story and a 

blue-collar skill set. Humanly speaking, he didn’t have the credentials to merit paying him much 
attention. Isaiah had spoken to this fact centuries earlier: “He had no beauty or majesty to 
attract us to him ... and we esteemed him not” (Isa. 53:2–3).

In the face of that skepticism and outright hostility, Jesus chose not to do miracles. 
• That is not how I would have done things, I think I would have gone the opposite direction. 

Given my tendency to want everyone’s approval and acceptance, I would have thought, “Here’s 
an opportunity to win these people over. I must give them what they want. They don’t believe 
now, but if I do something impressive, it will convince them once and for all that I really am the 
Son of God.”

Lots of people ( even his disciples) were always asking him for a sign, some evidence of his claims. 
• It took tremendous inner strength to not act in an effort to prove himself. 
• That strength came from being firmly grounded in the love and delight of his Father (Mark 1:11).

That unshakable love was the foundation that freed Christ from the compulsion to scramble after 
the crowd’s approval. He could stay focused on his singular mission without getting caught in the trap 
of satisfying everyone’s expectations. 

• He came to restore man not to impress the snot out of man!

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  

Col 1:27b  JB Phillips
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Think of how this has made it into the coffee we drink.....

It is easy to convince ourselves that making the best impression on people is what will most serve the 
gospel. Our rationale is that the better we package the message, the more attractive Christ will be.

• You see even our motivation for reaching people be traced back to fear. Fear of rejection. Fear of 
looking stupid. Fear of being misunderstood. Fear of not being enough. When those anxieties sit
behind our efforts, we’re no longer living out of the reality that God loves us beyond 
measure and nothing can snatch us out of his hand.

• Jesus faces the Scandal – the scandal of being misunderstood and rejected by his own people.
• It is him revealing his character in a manner that far exceeded any validation he could offer 

through a miraculous display. Here is the Son of God, suffering injustice and bearing iniquity 
without defending himself. Here is the Lord of heaven willingly embracing helplessness. And we
catch a glimpse of the Lamb who stood silent before his shearers (Isa. 53:7).

The temptation to be impressive in his hometown foreshadowed the temptation Christ faced 
during his trial and crucifixion. 

• From Pilate to the priests to the disciples, everyone assumed that the best thing Jesus could do 
was to help himself not be crucified. That seemed like the obvious choice for anybody with the 
power at their disposal that Jesus claimed to have.

The religious leaders looked at him hanging on the cross and verbalized it directly: “Let this Messiah, 
this king of Israel, come down now from the cross, that we may see and believe” (Mark 15:32).

Yet if he had listened to their logic and used their criteria for attempting to prove himself—miraculously 
getting down from the cross—He would have undermined the very core of his mission and 
disproved Himself instead. 

• The true demonstration of his power was the opposite of what everyone was wanting from him. 
He showed his strength by doing nothing, by staying right there on the cross. And it was his 
death, not a remarkable escape, that caused the centurion to say, “Surely this man was the Son of 
God!” (Mark 15:39).

Jesus commitment then and now was to reveal the Love of the Father!

One Author wrote that “Jesus Christ came. He walked towards the ‘full stop’. He lost his mobility. 
He was nailed down. … 

• At this point of ‘full stop’, the apostolic church proclaims that the love of God to man is 
ultimately and fully revealed.”

When we speak of being crucified with Christ. 
• What if this is what it looks like?
•  Doing nothing and embracing our powerlessness. Not explaining or defending or proving 

ourselves. Being brought to a full stop where our only focus is Love!

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  
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Truth is I am not at all attracted to this kind of Cross shaped living.....Love is the end
• I want signs and wonders....I don't like feeling powerless.
• In the absence of miracles, a greater wonder emerges: a Savior who transforms my suffering by 

staying with me through it. Instead of bending to my demands for proof of his power, he enters 
the vacancies in far more redemptive ways.

Now let me be clear I want to have a big faith that looks expectantly for the wine-making, disease-
curing, water-walking Jesus. I want to live like everything is possible for the one who believes (Mark 
9:23).

But watch this Christ’s work is not all depending on me. His hands are not tied by disbelief. “If we 
are faithless, he remains faithful” (2 Tim. 2:13). He is present in the silence of non-answers, true to 
himself regardless of my fluctuating trust.

Every magnificent miracle he graces us with is a gift worthy of celebration. 
• May he also give us eyes to see His grace.
• And trust when it looks like His inaction.

So what does all this mean?

Scandal of Jesus

1 - Invitation to the Table of Mercy
• offends our Pride
• confronts our idolatry

2.  Table of Mercy 
• Now about what I ‘do’
• About what He has done and continues to do

Closing Prayer

Ever-faithful God,
whose being is perfect righteousness:
reconcile us in your Son with the helpless and the needy,
with those we would ignore or oppress,
and with those we have called enemies,
that we may serve all people as your hands of love,
and sit at the feet of those
who need our compassionate care. Amen.

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  
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