
PRAISE INTERNATIONAL

The Power Of Blessing
Luke 6:27-28  OT Reading Isaiah 43:16-21 

Good Morning - I want to talk with you this morning from a message that has been forming over the 
past several weeks as we have been following the life and teaching of Jesus.  

 Several weeks ago we looked at Jesus 'Fully Alive’ in the wilderness.
◦ Appetite,  Ambition and Approval and how these were directly connected to not only the 

similar places that we are tempted but they also relate to what God provided in the Garden to 
Man - Security - Significance and Belonging.  

◦ And even more how Jesus restores man to these in the Kingdom!

Two weeks ago we looked the Historical Practices of Lent not just as disciplines but as something Jesus 
gives direct instruction about what we called;

 ‘Open Secrets’ of Prayer, Giving and Fasting that are an invitation to Cooperate with the 
Love of God in our life.

As I was continuing to ponder these realities I was struck by how consistent the attack of Hell remains 
upon the human heart - they all come at us with different expressions and scenarios but the desired 
outcome is the same.  To turn the heart away from its rightful resting place in the Love of God.

 I was doing my early reading and found myself in 2 Cor 4 - Paul makes this powerful comment 
in verse 1 - as we have received Mercy, we do not loose heart.... and he repeats this phrase in 
verse 16 therefore we do not loose heart...  

 As I meditated on those verses I was struck that the truth is if left to interpret the world around us
- absent of the Mercy of God revealed in Christ Jesus?  We will loose heart!  Loose Hope the 
basis of faith....

And that is EXACTLY what Hell wants!

Part of what we noticed in embracing the Open Secrets - practicing Tzedakah ( Justice + H) is to partner
in the Heh of God - that His Power and Presence become a part of the equation.  

 So Paul says we look not at the temporal but at the Eternal and are renewed.  
 Can I just say this beloved?

A key to our being renewed is not how good we can carry out the practices but partner in the 
Mercy of God in these practices!  

 That as we receive choose to a posture of becoming fascinated by the Mercy of God we receive 
more of the Mercy of God and are Renewed!  

 So Jesus said ‘when’ you give, when you pray - when you fast - the practices are not the point 
they are an invitation to encounter His Kind Mercy and Grace a fresh!  

 Where we experience the Heh of God.

I want to talk with you today about another powerful practice or discipline that Jesus invites us to 
partner in - Blessing!

The first thing we encounter about God in the Bible is the Heh of God found in Genesis 1:2 as the 
Breath of God - that releases power to create!   
The first and possibly the most powerful place we partner with God?  With our mouth!  

 No wonder Jesus brother talks about the mouth like he does - that it can actually hold the power 
of life and death - because with our breathe we can actually partner with Gods breathe and speak 
Blessing!

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  
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Have you ever wondered why?
Why is it that no matter where you are or even how spiritual the folks are that you are with....when you 
sneeze....I mean really sneeze - someone will say something?  
◦ What do they say?
◦ ‘Bless you’
◦ Interesting isn’t it?  That for the most part - the response of most people most of the time to 

someone who is experiencing an uncontrolled response - a vulnerable moment.

The response is ‘bless you’ at its most basic level is a recognition - I see you.
 The Hebrew definition of the word Bless is to Kneel towards - Barrukh - Attah - means You

Are Present - I see you!  To God and to others.
Now I want to invite you to follow me on this - Jesus gives this instruction in Luke 6:27-28.  A part of 
having a righteousness that surpasses the Pharisees and teachers of the law - is to Bless.  

As a part of carrying out our Tzedakah - the Justice of God...His presence and Power is to Bless.  
 Not just as a means of winning in the war of being nice.  
 But to actually proclaim the truth about how God feels about the most forgotten and overlooked..
 Even to those who don’t ‘deserve’ to be noticed - God invites us to make this proclamation - God

sees you!

Therefore our practices of righteousness - giving prayer and fasting are not about a means of getting and 
gaining - but actually about recognizing God. 

 No where is this more evident than the practice of ‘Blessing’.

What is Blessing?
 One of the first places we run into this word is in Genesis 12:2 where God says to Abram - I will 

bless you and make you a blessing.  
 So a blessing is the sense in which God is saying ‘ I see you’.
 But its more - in the scripture its about God saying I am going to actually attach my Name 

( Identity) to you!  
 With His name is His Presence.  With Blessing comes this profound reality

◦ I See you
◦ God Sees you
◦ He is Present

Now watch this - because this is the understanding of Blessing;
 in Jewish Tradition it is ‘demanded’ that a blessing is spoken when someone hears bad news be 

it individually or corporately.  
 The implication is this:  God is there in Tragedy and can be there in tragedy!

Now by the time Jesus comes on the earth the norm has become something else - we bless our friends 
and family but we do not bless others - especially our enemy.  

 Then Jesus gives this radically different approach - ‘But I say to you who hear, love your 
enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat 
you.’

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  
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Now just so we are clear again when His disciples and the host of those on the Mount heard Jesus give 
this teaching it meant something - a whole lot more than a response to a sneeze!

Jesus just made a connection to something every good Jew had experienced since they were kids.  
 To speak the blessing of God over one another - Numbers 6:26-28 - this is Aarons blessing that 

was given to speak over Gods people.  
 The blessing that to this day is treasured as what sets God’s people apart.

The Lord bless you, and keep you:
The Lord make His face shine on you,
And be gracious (show favor) to you;
The Lord lift up His countenance on you,
And give you peace (shalom).

So they shall invoke My name on the sons of Israel, and I will bless them.

Now lets look at this - by Gods invitation Aaron and the Priests were to proclaim

1.  God will keep you  - Protection

 That is He will preserve and Protect you - 
 The first time this word Keep shows up?
 Genesis 2:15 - and God gave Adam the garden to ‘keep’

Of course Adam and Eve failed miserably 
◦ Now I want you to see this where man failed to defend, protect and preserve what God had 

given....God said I want you to proclaim this.....

The Lord bless and Keep you  
◦ He will protect, defend and preserve your life - better than you could possibly imagine.  So 

much so that in the fullness of time He came Himself to redeem restore and renew man.

The Lord Keep you - Not a Nation - Not a policy Not personal effort - The Lord Keep you!
◦ There is much to be said here!  

The blessing we hear day in and day out?  
▪ The only one that is going to protect defend and preserve your life?  
▪ You or perhaps your government - or work place or 401k etc.

Do you see the power of this?
◦ To proclaim an eternal changeless God is committed to ‘Keep’ us?
◦ The Lord Keep you!
◦ I don’t know what future looks like - but the Lord will keep you’
◦ I can face the unknowns when I know that He has given me everything for life and godliness.

You see this begins to change something fundamental in us when we become those who are settled 
in this reality - the Lord is the one who is my defender and my protector!  

 And oh the power of proclaiming ‘reality’ over one another.

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  
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God can do in your life what you could never do - He can be present in places that I could never 
imagine and hold my heart and life!

2.  The Lord make His Face to shine upon you...Presence

Beloved the word for Face is the same word as His Presence - 
◦ So when Adam and Eve have sinned...Genesis 3:8 .they hid from His ‘presence’ - which was 

Gods face same word!

◦ Now this is amazing in the middle of the mess that Gods people are in - in the wilderness 
wanderings and that is not going all that great!

Now don’t loose sight of this - even for God’s people in the wilderness God says build a 
Tabernacle so I can put my presence in the midst of you.  

 Because they deserved it....NO because He wants to be near. 
 So they build a tabernacle - Holy place and the Holy of Holies - Ark of the Covenant in 

the middle.....and then over the ark are the Cherubim angels facing one another whose 
wings are touching....and Exodus 25:20-22 - this is where the Mercy seat is located....

Above the Ark...above the Cherubim.....but where?
◦ In this open space above the Ark - vs 22

there I will meet with you and I speak with you from above the mercy seat.....
Open space....

Gods Mercy seat that represented
◦ His Provision - His Protection - His Power - His Promise.....His Presence....Space.....
◦ Space - not empty - but rather filled with the fullness of Him who fills everything in every 

way!

Now watch this - the Mercy seat was His Present Presence.
Read Col 1:19-20

◦ Now we with 2 Cor 3:18 unveiled faces.....wait what?
◦ God you want to reveal your Present Presence!

What does that look like?
◦ The revelation of His Gracious Favor!
◦ Jesus comes on planet earth and proclaims....here is why I am here to proclaim that His favor 

is towards you!

God gives this instruction to Moses - tell Aaron this is what God’s desire really is!
 Why is that?

◦ Because the story we wind up telling ourselves about God?  Just look at Adam and Eve - 
He does not want to be near me!

◦ We are invited to come with boldness into the Facetime place of God!  Hebrews 10:19-22
◦ Beloved hear me this is not just a religious activity that we who have arrived need to 

remind others about.....

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  
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Hence the importance of speaking blessing to one another at all times.....
◦ Beloved The Lord Make His Presence Shine on you and show you His favor....today!
◦ Why do I know you need to hear that blessing today?
◦ Because we all need to be reminded everyday - especially in our story!
◦ He is Present and can be found in our deepest failures and tragedy!

The Lord Bless you and Keep you - Preserve you
The Lord make His face to shine on you - His Presence is on you.

3.  The Lift up His countenance on you ( face) and Give you Peace ( Shalom).

Peace is not just the absence of conflict - 
◦ This is the Shalom of God - Shalom
◦ Broken pieces put back together

The God who lived the tragedy of broken relationship in Genesis 3 came as the Prince of 
Shalom to put the pieces back together and proclaim wholeness.  Shalom!

This is how Paul describes it in Col.  2:8-10
See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, 
according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, 
rather than according to Christ.  For in Him all the fullness of the Deity dwells in body 
form and in Him you have been made complete....

Shalom - you are complete in Him

So why don’t we speak this over one another more often?

The Lord bless you and keep you
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you
The Lord life up His countenance on you
And give you peace

I want to propose that our closing prayer today is just this to one another

Communion.

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  
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