
PRAISE INTERNATIONAL

PENTECOST SUNDAY – REAL TIME FREEDOM

PSALM 104:24-28, JOHN 14:16-17

Greetings Beloved - 

Happy Pentecost Sunday!  
I want to talk with you this morning about some things that have been stirring in my heart - I have titled 
the message this morning - Real Time Freedom.

I grew up hearing my father say this repeatedly ‘when we came to this country we left our wooden shoes
on the dock’ his thinking was that especially as immigrants we would quickly assimilate into the culture.

 Of course if anyone heard his strong Dutch accent you would know in an instant that he was not 
from these parts.  

 But as young man growing up mostly in the Midwest I had concluded that I was pretty much as 
normal as the other guy....until I met my wife and began to spend time with her family.  

 Initially I found some of the things they ate and the things they had spent time on a little well lets
just say it....different.  

 I mean who knows all the old black and white movies like ‘Its a Wonderful Life’?  
◦ Who grows up with things like apple pie and fried pumpkin blossoms.  
◦ Who eats corn bread and beans?  It was well all just a bit odd and quit different from my 

experience.  
◦ And then there were all these Disney movies and some odd facts about something called IU 

basketball.  
 What I was faced with in my early twenties was that while I was a naturalized American 

Citizen.....meaning I was not in another country.....other parts of the world were in me.  
 Does that make sense?  

It takes more than location to bring about change.

Gods people were in bondage to Egypt for 400 years - it is all they had ever known.  Then God brought 
His Promised deliverance and they were free!  Pharaoh rises up to chase them down and God delivers 
them...and they sing the first recorded song in scripture - Exodus 15.  

 It was awesome.....for about 3 days....because they were out of water.... then God provided water.
 And it was awesome again...but then about 30 days later....it was pretty bad....because they were 

out of food.  And God provided again!  
 Then according to Jewish history it was about 50 days after the Exodus that God gave His Law 

on Mt. Sinai - Pentecost.

According to Jewish Rabbis God gave the law....for a reason.  
 To free the heart of His people from the bondage of their heart.  
 Within the first 40 days they were sure they were going to die....because after all in the world 

they grew up around food did not just fall from the sky it came because of powerful forces in the 
heavens and on the earth.  

 It takes more than location to bring about change!  
 When Moses is on the Mt Sinai Gods people have a Night Club worship service because that is 

what they were familiar with....and their best imagination of God?  

 He must be like ....mmmm.... a calf....and we will call it....YHWH...now where did they get that 

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  
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idea?

 An Egyptian god called Apis....

So part of the purpose of God giving the according to Rabbinic teaching was that it could be 
received to set the heart free from bondage!

John 1:17
For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.

50 days ago we celebrated Jesus coming as our Passover Lamb who set us free from the bondage of sin 
and death and forever set us free!  Where oh death is your victory!

 In some traditions the celebration and focus of Pentecost is almost like a second work of Grace 
like getting saved all over again...becoming Spirit filled we would call it.

Yet beloved - John 1:17  Grace and Truth were realized through Jesus Christ who said I will come to 
you - I will not leave you as orphans - My promise is my Spirit in you!  

Because here is the reality beloved;
 It takes more than a change of location to bring about deep and lasting change!  
 It is the work of the Spirit in us that teaches us the truth about the Love of the Father!  
 The Spirit was not given as badge to prove we’ve got more than others...it is there to lead us into 

Truth.  
 The truth that Paul said in 2 Cor. 3:17-18  changes more than location but changes us from the 

inside out....it Transforms us so that the New Heart that He has given is the Treasure that we 
carry around in clay pots 2 Cor 4.

So today I want to proclaim some Good News about what Pentecost means to you today!
Speaking the rest of this morning from 1st and 2nd Peter.

1 - Everything you need has been Given Freely - but must be received – Pentecost!
So that means we need to rethink repentance!
◦ I think I would say the majority of my Christian experience I have heard a definition of 

repentance that sounds like this - turning away from our sin and sinful choices.
◦ And then a strong focus on the things we must now do better at....sin less, be more kind etc.
◦ Now do not hear me saying that repentance has no affect on sin and sinful choices.  
But what if repentance is more than Moralism and Mental ascent to do better?

What if Repentance is NOT about what I am doing or not doing but more about what I am 
RECIEVING!
What if Repentance is about what I am feeding my heart and setting the affections of my 
heart upon?
◦ You see Receiving has all kinds of implications.....we must be dependant and open!
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Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  

Col 1:27b  JB Phillips
6/09/2019 Page 2



PRAISE INTERNATIONAL

PENTECOST SUNDAY – REAL TIME FREEDOM

PSALM 104:24-28, JOHN 14:16-17
◦ 1 Peter 1:3-5
... caused us to be born again....

Who did that?
...to obtain an inheritance....

Who did that?
...chosen ...by the sanctifying work of the Spirit...

Who did that?

Now follow me here - I was reading a Rabbinic web-site about Pentecost and they make this point that 
Pentecost they celebrate not the receiving of the law but the giving of the law....because the what God 
gave he did once.....but the receiving we continually internalize!

Early one morning this week I was meditating on this...reality of receiving....
 We are what we receive....I am saved loved...not because of what I have done or achieved.
 Now watch this my repentance is not about getting forgiven or filled.....
 My repentance is about receiving what has already been freely given!

This is what the Sacrament is all about - not getting something....but receiving into my mind, my 
body my spirit the adequacy of Jesus!

This is not mental ascent but committing our life to an allegiance as followers of Jesus!

So What am I does Pentecost mean to my heart?
 Am I receiving the Good News Holy Spirit is telling me?
 You are Secure - You are Significant - You Belong!

2nd piece of Good News I want to declare is 
2.  You are actually Free to Respond with a Holy imagination!

The color - sound and vibrance around you that awakens your attention....is where worship 
happens!

1 Peter 1:7 
so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even 
though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the 
revelation of Jesus Christ...

 ahhh now watch this - this is super important....
◦ I don’t care who you are we are all gonna bow down to something....calf or God....
◦ I want to bow to Beauty beloved....
◦ Pentecost is a declaration of the fullness of God in you.....to restore you in to what He had in 

mind when He created man!

Recognize....the Kingdom in real time....
Medieval imagery ( which is almost totally biblical imagery ) of light, jewels, stars, candles, 
trumpets and angels no longer fits our ranch-style, supermarket world.  Pathetic modern 
substitutes of fluffy clouds, sexless cherubs, harps and metal halos ( not halos of light ) 
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presided over by a stuffy divine Chairman of the ‘Bored’ are a joke, not a glory....Our pictures 
of Heaven ( and the Kingdom) simply do not move us;  they are not moving pictures.  It is this 
aesthetic failure rather than intellectual or moral failures in our pictures of Heaven and of 
God that threaten faith most potently today.  Our pictures of Heaven ( and the Kingdom) are 
dull, platitudinous and syrupy; therefor so is our faith, our hope and our love of Heaven ( and 
the Kingdom)...It doesn’t matter whether it’s a dull lie or a dull truth.  Dullness, not doubt, is 
the strongest enemy of faith, just as indifference, not hate, is the strongest enemy of love.  - 
Peter Kreeft Everything You Wanted to Know about Heaven.

What does this look like in real time?  Being Nice and looking good?
 Worship....from my life.

◦ What does worship look like apart from chord progressions and familiar songs...?
◦ It looks like a heart that is open....to the revelation of the Love of the Father.

Why is personal Worship so important?
 Because authentic worship comes from the heart and it is the opposite of Numbness and 

Narcissism.....

Finally I want to declare this Repentance = Receiving, Response that is Worship

3.  You can Resist the devil
Couple of weeks ago we looked a little closer at the Temptation of Jesus and tried to see with 
some clarity the tactic of the devil against the human heart - namely the invitation to fulfill our 
calling in our own strength - which is exactly what he did with Jesus!

◦ The next deadly area for the heart is to fail to recognize there is a battle at all......and by the 
way it is not about Moral issues and political titles over the top....

The real battle is for the affections of your heart!
◦ Reality? Spiritually speaking....you were born on Normandy beach...did you know that?
◦ When we realize it...first response....Freak out

I was just a young pup when I was saw some-things first hand that left me scared out of mind....I 
watched an ugly manifestation of an evil spirit that made every hair on my body stand at attention.  So I 
went into a real passive mode....no thank you I will pass on crazy.

Now my issue was I was just ill informed on who I actually am.....
 I have noticed...unfortunately first hand that a sheriff never has to raise his voice when he pulled 

me over.....

Yes you are in a War Zone for your heart....but you can Resist the devil....
 But let me tell you where most of us need to resist the devil....
 First is the invitation to make it happen....by power and control....

Truth is it is way more subtle.....
 Most of the time its not some crazy all out confrontation....
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1 Peter 5:8...your enemy the devil ‘prowls’ around .....

 Resisting him is about resisting the messages he is trying to drop into your lap...here it is;
 you are alone - you don’t matter and you are not cared for....
 The lurking message is this invitation to embrace Bad News and then live from that Bad News.

Beloved Pentecost has come and you beloved have a Future in God!

A Future in God
13-16 So roll up your sleeves, put your mind in gear, be totally ready to receive the gift that’s 
coming when Jesus arrives. Don’t lazily slip back into those old grooves of evil, doing just what 
you feel like doing. You didn’t know any better then; you do now. As obedient children, let 
yourselves be pulled into a way of life shaped by God’s life, a life energetic and blazing with 
holiness. God said, “I am holy; you be holy.”
17 You call out to God for help and he helps—he’s a good Father that way. But don’t forget, 
he’s also a responsible Father, and won’t let you get by with sloppy living.
18-21 Your life is a journey you must travel with a deep consciousness of God. It cost God plenty
to get you out of that dead-end, empty-headed life you grew up in. He paid with Christ’s sacred 
blood, you know. He died like an unblemished, sacrificial lamb. And this was no afterthought. 
Even though it has only lately—at the end of the ages—become public knowledge, God always 
knew he was going to do this for you. It’s because of this sacrificed Messiah, whom God then 
raised from the dead and glorified, that you trust God, that you know you have a future in God.
22-25 Now that you’ve cleaned up your lives by following the truth, love one another as if your 
lives depended on it. Your new life is not like your old life. Your old birth came from mortal 
sperm; your new birth comes from God’s living Word. Just think: a life conceived by God 
himself! That’s why the prophet said,

The old life is a grass life,
    its beauty as short-lived as wildflowers;
Grass dries up, flowers droop,
    God’s Word goes on and on forever.

This is the Word that conceived the new life in you.

Closing Prayer

Holy God,
you spoke the world into being.
Pour your Spirit to the ends of the earth,
that your children may return from exile
as citizens of your commonwealth,
and our divisions may be healed
by your word of love and righteousness. Amen. 

Communion
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