
PRAISE INTERNATIONAL

PERSONS OF PEACE 
NT LUKE 10:2-9, OT PSALM 30

Good Morning

Grateful to announce the birth of Evelyn Jane on Wednesday morning 8:44 am - July 3rd.

 July 12 – Prayer over 3 Rivers Festival – 247 Pearl
 July 21 – Servolution – Headwaters 12-2 pm – No Event – No Promotion – Simply embracing 

the DNA of the Kingdom by serving our City.

I want to talk with you this morning about Jesus approach to Church growth - leadership.

I was talking with one of my children about the utterly harsh yet true reality that faces a newborn.  
 What does a baby ‘do’?  Eat sleep and make dirty diapers.  
 Now give that some thought....what happens if that baby is not cared for?  That baby can do 

absolutely nothing for itself.

And that is exactly how the most Powerful being of the universe came to reveal what He is like!  
▪ And then He said if you want to understand and enter into the realm of my Kingdom you will 

have to become like an infant ( Padia ).

Now think about that - to understand - enter and operate in the Kingdom of the God of the 
Universe....you will have to embrace the reality of becoming the most vulnerable!

 But I want my best life...now...of strength accomplishment and power....

I want to talk to you about Jesus strategy - 
 Denise and I working with a missionary in the City of London over 30 years ago - in this city of 

millions and the approach was to pass out thousands of tracts in housing projects.  
 In Scotland we had a singing group on the street while we knocked on doors inviting people to 

an event.  
 Here in Fort Wayne I have taken part in events of significant size to bring in thousands to an 

event with that featured well known personalities and presented the gospel.  

Yet as I read Jesus sending out His friends...well it does not line up with our ideas.  Jesus was not 
very good at promotion or marketing.

 As I began to reread Luke 10....here are a couple thoughts that jumped at me right away.
 Luke 10:2  The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few....

Now consider that when Jesus is making this proclamation there exists an entire system of religious 
training and education by a bunch of folks who actually had a lot of information.

 Yet Jesus said what the world needs now is laborers....what the world needs are those that look 
like Jesus...

 I began to think about what the world has seen and heard a lot of....from the religious community.
◦ In Jesus day....and even today.
◦ The blaming....The judging...The shaming...The Arguing....

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  

Col 1:27b  JB Phillips
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Interesting....if I read the gospel accounts of Jesus life correctly....all of that existed in perfect order 
when Jesus walked the earth.  

 What the world had not yet seen was God rightly represented and then God became a man.

Beloved the World needs laborers who are an honest representation of Jesus.

Laborers who do not look and act like the latest MLM representatives.....
◦ Or sound like the marketing call experts
◦ Have you heard about the great deal going on today at Sam's..?

The world needs an honest real picture of Jesus - laborers that are like Him!

But this is where the text gets really interesting!
 Jesus confronts the inner agendas of His friends and us if we take these words seriously!

And you see if I am honest...I am not really that thrilled about Jesus approach!
 I mean talk about a lousy recruitment video....
 An army of one.....
 An army of sheep.....surrounded by wolves!

I am not just trying to be funny – slow down and reread this text;
 No money - No bag for your dried goods - No Security
 No Shoes - 

◦ shoes in Jesus day were prized possesions - some would sell their house beams to purchase 
shoes.  

◦ They were a sign of dignity - to be shoeless meant you were a No Body.
◦ No Shoes - No Significance.

 Greet No one on the way - this was not a call to look down and not say hello....
◦ NT times a formal greeting included an invitation to a share a meal - it is where you 

connected.
◦ Jesus commission was this - No Linkdin no networking....you are going where you have not

connections.....No Belonging.

Jesus Strategy - begins with Vulnerability, Dependence and Submission!

 You can’t go where you are not invited....and if you are invited stay put...what?
◦ as an MLM this is not going to go well!

Jesus Strategy is revealing how He saw the world and inhabited the world – notice these 2 things;

1.   Jesus seems to be convinced that God is already at work.
▪ So if God is present and at work - I do not have to ‘make something’ happen!

2. I discern Gods work and join Him.

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  

Col 1:27b  JB Phillips
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And this is what we see in Luke 10:5-6.....the term Jesus uses is to look for Person of Peace 

“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to 
send out laborers into His harvest. 3 Go; behold, I send you out as lambs in the midst of wolves. 
4 Carry no money belt, no bag, no shoes; and greet no one on the way. 5 Whatever house you 
enter, first say, ‘Peace be to this house.’ 6 If a man of peace is there, your peace will rest on him;
but if not, it will return to you. 7 Stay in that house, eating and drinking what they give you; for 
the laborer is worthy of his wages. Do not keep moving from house to house. 8 Whatever city you
enter and they receive you, eat what is set before you; 9 and heal those in it who are sick, and 
say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’

“Person of peace” is taken from verses 5 and 6 to refers to someone who:

 Welcomes you (staying in their house)
 Provides for you (“eating and drinking whatever they provide”)
 Receives from you (“cure the sick, and say ‘the kingdom of God has come near.'”)

Remember Jesus is convinced that God is already present and at work so His instruction to His friends 
is about discernment - find a person of peace.

To find a person of peace, we have to be a person of peace. There are several indications in this text 
about the kind of person Jesus is sending into mission. These characteristics we want to name as being
a Person of peace.

Credit to my friend Ben Sternke – following 4 points

1. Surrendered Sentness

 Those sent in mission are to going in surrendered sentness. 
◦ We are “sent” (v. 1) into mission. Being a sent people is a part of our discipleship. Disciples 

are sent-ones. To be a disciple is to be a missionary.

 And this sending into mission is what God does. This is why, even as they are sent, Jesus tells his
disciples to “ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers.” At first glance this can be 
confusing: why ask God for laborers if you are one of the laborers? 

 The point here is that mission is something we surrender to. 
◦ It’s not something we control or make happen. 
◦ Mission isn’t a project or strategy (like re-doing our bathroom or building a deck); it’s not 

something we accomplish and achieve with the normal tools of our world.

 We don’t technique and efficiency other people into the Kingdom of God. 
◦ Rather, we go in dependence and reliance on God, connected to him, surrendered to him so 

that we can discern the evidence of where he is already at work.

2. Mutual Submission
And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  

Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  
Col 1:27b  JB Phillips
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 Remember that part - “lambs among wolves…carrying no purse” (v.3-4). 
◦ It is about vulnerability
◦ Being a person of peace is to go in submission to the one you want to reach.

 This is a radical departure from most of the evangelism projects and trainings we’ve 
experienced in our Christian life. 
◦ My training was all about being prepared “as the one who has something others need.” 
◦ But Jesus says go “as THE ONE who needs!”

This is revolutionary. 
 It undoes any “going with power” on our side; we learn how to operate in weakness, 

dependence, and need. We go in submission to the ones we want to reach.
 We can see this in the New Testament: those who go to proclaim the gospel do so in 

submission to those they want to reach (see 1 Cor 2.1-5; Phil 2.1-11). 
 This submission to others is so we can receive from them (vv. 7-8) and they can receive 

from us (v.9).

It's a posture of humility like someone else took – Jesus - and it is in this relationship of mutual
submission that we are to proclaim, “The kingdom of God has come near you” (v.9).

3. Recognize and Respond to Grace
 This is a new posture of discerning that my role is to Discern – to Recognize Gods Grace and 

Respond to it. 
◦ This is where the prophetic gift of our 'calling' comes to help others notice the grace of God 

in their life and help them say “yes” to him right there (vv. 5-6, 9)!
 So we have to learn to listen and discern. Because God is telling a story of Grace in each life that 

is unique. That Story isn’t a one-size-fits-all formula; it is a contextual, particular need that our 
Person of Peace may have.

4. Listen and See as Jesus Would
Steven Covey said, “Most people do not listen with the intent to understand, they listen with the 
intent to reply.”

 If we’re honest, most of us listen to others while we’re thinking about what we’ll say next. But 
the greatest way to LOVE others is to LISTEN. Listening is an act of love, all by itself.

 So, when we find a person of peace and they welcome us, we receive not just food and 
shelter, but their story.

 It is an incredibly vulnerable thing to share your story. We honor others by listening and 
being compassionately curious with them. 

 Our presence needs to communicate: 
◦ I see you, I hear you, I’m with you, I’m here for you – it’s safe here. This is the posture 

that God has with us.

A Person of Peace is one who:

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  

Col 1:27b  JB Phillips
7/07/2019 Page 4



PRAISE INTERNATIONAL

PERSONS OF PEACE 
NT LUKE 10:2-9, OT PSALM 30

 welcomes, 
 receives, 
 listens, and provides (serves) us. 

But, in order to see Persons of Peace and announce the Kingdom of God to them we must 
welcome, listen to, and serve our Persons of Peace! 

 Mission is a mutual experience of welcoming the in-breaking Kingdom of God.

What does this mean?

1.  Who are you ready to have lunch with?  Zacchaeus
2.  Learning to recognize and respond to the the Grace of God today.
3.  Who are Persons of Peace in my life?
4.  Embracing that to recognize a Person of Peace I have to be a Person of Peace.

Closing Prayer

God of fresh beginnings,
you brought us peace
through the Peace of Jesus Christ.
May we recognize persons of peace
you bring into our lives
as we live as a person of Peace
to them proclaiming the
Kingdom that Christ brings. Amen.

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  
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