
PRAISE INTERNATIONAL

JESUS IS WHAT GOD HAS TO SAY – JESUS ON THE MT OF TRANSFIGURATION

LUKE 9:28-36 ( MK 9:1-8) OT GEN. 15:1-6

I want to follow up on last weeks message.  Denise some time later in the day or the next day said 
something like - I need to say NO to ‘fill in the blank’.  And it occurred to me that this was not the 
message I wanted to leave settled.  Jesus was fully alive in the Desert because He said NO to Appetite - 
Ambition and Approval because He said YES to the Living Word In HIM!

So especially as we are in the season of Lent in which we are invited to Fast and Repent - I want to again
encourage that the posture in which we observe this season would be the same as Jesus.  

• We say NO in order to say Yes!  
• Our No is not about attempting to ‘clean up’ or ‘reform’ our lives but rather to be renewed in our 

thinking.  
• Our repentance is not about attempts to ‘do better’ beloved that is moralism - which is in 

virtually every religion on the planet - our Repentance is a call to change our thinking - to agree 
with the Fathers thinking!  

• This is not a repentance that is attempting to win the favor of God - this is a Repentance based on
the Favor of our God!

Following Jesus temptation in the Desert - Luke records in chapter 4 that Jesus goes into the temple to 
make this amazing proclamation vs 18-19 and then He proclaims “today this Scripture has been fulfilled
in your hearing.”  And because everything has changed - you need to repent - Mark 1:15.

I was reading this past week out of Exodus 12:31-36 - when Pharaoh made the proclamation for all of 
Israel to leave Egypt.  I meditated on a couple things first was the dramatic shift that took place for 
God’s people who went from being Impoverished Prisoners to a Free people carrying the Plunder of 
their former masters....in a moment! 

• They went from a people who are slaves to a people with inheritance and destiny in a moment.  
Now the reality is that this was a fulfillment of the Word of the Lord - His Word - Promise 
never changed.

Now look at this - the first time that the scripture records how long they lived in Egypt in bondage 
is AFTER they were FREE!  

• I don't know if I have ever noticed that before.
• I do NOT think this is an accident beloved.  
• God’s promise is what defined their life and future not their bondage or even how long they

were in bondage.  
• Now this will preach if you allow that to settle in your heart for a moment.  
• The Poverty and enslavement of God’s people had NO bearing on the Promise of God to 

His people!

Now beloved here is Jesus Luke 4 who came and proclaimed - you who have been plundered by sin and 
Satan.....I have come to proclaim Freedom!  You do NOT have to live as a prisoner to his destruction.  
Beloved the Promise to you and me is this - Jesus is what God has to say about the worst sin - 
brokenness and injustice that hell can offer.  Jesus - the Word of the Father made flesh - that is the Logic 
of God the thoughts and perceptions of the Father made flesh - that we could share in the Life of the 
Father!

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  

Col 1:27b  JB Phillips
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That Word that became flesh was not just a ‘victory to say NO’ to appetite - ambition and 
approval but to say Yes to the transforming Word of the Father over our life.  

• So much so that Paul says in Ephesians 3:20-21  “now to Him who is able to do immeasurably 
more than we ask think or imagine....”  

Think of yourself there for a moment as a slave in Egypt stamping straw into mud....straining with all of 
your might to just survive - if I could just get a break - some relief from the poverty and the strain. 

• Could you or would you have even imagined in a moment you would not just have a break but be
handed the treasures of the land around your neck?

• Jesus give us a fresh imagination - that the Promise is greater than poverty we find 
ourselves surrounded by!

That is a part of what happens in Luke 9 and Mark 9 as both Mark and Luke give us record of this 
interesting encounter with Jesus on what most likely was on Mount Tabor - but we have it recorded in 
the scripture as the Transfiguration.

Here Peter, James and John go with Jesus and He begins to do what He often does - He prays.  
• And the disciples do what many people do in a prayer meeting - they fall asleep.  
• Now before we get too dismissive of the disciples - may I point out that in either account Jesus 

did not exhort or rebuke them for their slumber.  
• Maybe because in the presence of ‘shalom’ wholeness there is a real rest for the soul?  
• Maybe being at rest was the natural response of their body to being the presence of peace!  

So just a side note:
• if you have taken moments of meditating on the Lord and found yourself sleeping - I think I have

bible verses that would indicate that is your bodies response to being in the presence of His 
Peace!  

• So if your knee jerk response in reading this story of Peter James and John asleep is to urge 
yourself and others to ‘push harder’?  

• I want to encourage you to rethink what you are saying - in His presence is the fullness of Joy - 
take isn’t it.  I have to read this through the lens of Jesus!

If Jesus is what God has to say it means that when it feels silent in my life and I am tempted to believe 
the ‘Lies’ of my desert....just like Jesus was in His....

• I remember Jesus is what God has to say about everyone of those lies....greatest word is Love.

This is My Son - Listen to Him!

All the lies of Hell that have assaulted your heart from time you were a child.....
• My yoke and you will find rest for your soul!  His Yoke is not a call to Try harder and work 

harder - but to rest in His Word - His Promise - to Rest in His labor.
• And by the way if He is at rest the Hebrew writer says there is a rest for you and I as well!

What happens next is difficult for both Mark and Luke to record :
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• Mark ( and Matthew) use the word transformed ( Metamorphosis) 
• Luke said His face became different - His clothing was radiant - like lightening is how the 

original language phrases it.  
• It is this transcendent moment....and two men appear Moses and Elijah....
• So as best as they gospel writers can account there is a moment that a ‘veil’ is lifted - and then 

the disciples....rub their eyes and they become fully awake- according to Luke.  
◦ And they are stunned - astonished - terrified - this is an intense moment.  All their life they 

have heard of the two greatest champions of the faith - Moses and Elijah - Moses who 
represents the Law and Elijah who represents the Prophets.

The Law - Gods instruction on what a worshiping and just Society looks like.
• Take the 10 commandments - first 4 worship - last 6 about justice....
• The Prophets - always a call back to fidelity and justice.

The Law and Prophets were a proclamation from God to His people - there is another way to live - 
• Alive to me and one another! 

They by the way all pointed to Jesus!
• Jesus who said I did not come to do away with the Law and Prophets but to fulfill them!
• Jesus who in a moment would bring proclaim to mankind Freedom from bondage!
• Jesus who proclaims there is a new culture that has broken in - the Kingdom!

So Luke tells us that Moses and Elijah are talking with Jesus about what He was about to accomplish - 
on the Mount of transfiguration Moses and Elijah are declaring this is what all of this has been pointing 
towards - the Redemption and Restoration of Humanity in the Person of Jesus!

The Peter has an idea based on what he is seeing....
• Lets build 3 tabernacles......what is he saying....Jesus I get it you are on the same plan as the Law 

and the Prophets - he wants to honor them as equals!

And while he was saying this, a cloud formed and began to overshadow them; and they were afraid to 
enter the cloud ( Peter James and John).  Vs 35  

• Then a voice came out of the cloud saying; “This is My Son, My Chosen One, Listen to 
Him!”....and when the cloud clears the only one left was Jesus!

It will help us to take note of Matthew and Marks directly before the Mount of Transfiguration was what
we call Peters confession 

• Mark 8 - ‘who do people say that I am’
• Peter says you the Christ the Son of the Living God - awesome Peter - flesh and blood did not 

reveal this to you but my Father who is in Heaven - I am going to change your name you will be 
called the Rock and on this rock I will build my church and the gates of hell will not prevail 
against it.....

So watch this; Jesus takes the Church to Mt Tabor and the Church – the church says ‘ahh’ the Law and 
Prophets are equal to Jesus!  Not that we have ever heard that before.....?

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  
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This is My Son - Listen to Him 
• ( Not them) and as we have heard over these past few weeks Jesus even gets as specific as 

saying you have heard that it was said....by Moses....love your neighbor and hate your enemy - 
but I tell you love your enemy and pray for those who persecute you!

Jesus is the Living Word - that the Law and the Prophets point toward but could not fully 
articulate - this is what God looks like!

Jesus is what God has to Say....
• through Him He Judged Sin and defeated death and Satan

From Brian Zahnd

The Pharisee in their desire to condemn sinners to death can quote the Bible and cite Moses. But
Jesus says something else.

James and John, in their zeal to go “shock and awe” on the Samaritans and call down fire from 
heaven, can quote the Bible and cite Elijah. But Jesus says something else.

Moses says this. Elijah does that. But Jesus says and does something completely new and 
different.

And what does God say? Does God instruct us to find a “healthy balance” between Moses, 
Elijah, and Jesus? No! God says, “Listen to my Son!”

If we want to rummage around in the Old Testament and drag out Moses or Elijah or Joshua or 
David to “balance out” what Jesus teaches about peacemaking and enemy-love, we are trying to
build an Old Testament tabernacle on the holy mountain of Christ’s glory and God says, “No!”

The role of the Old Testament is to give an inspired telling of how we get to Jesus. But once we 
get to Jesus we don’t build multiple tabernacles to “balance out” Jesus. Jesus is greater than 
Moses. Jesus is greater than Elijah. Jesus is greater than Biblicism. Moses can stone sinners and
Elijah can burn up enemies, but for a Christian that doesn’t matter. We follow Jesus.

It’s not “Biblical principles” that we seek, but the truth of Christ.

It’s not “Biblical justice” that we pursue, but Christlike justice.

It’s not “Biblical manhood” that men should aspire to, but Christlike manhood.

It’s not “Biblical womanhood” that should inform women, but the light of Christ.

Wars of conquest, violent retribution, the institution of slavery, and women held as property are 
all “Biblical.” But when placed in the light of Tabor they must be renounced. What was once 
acceptable in the dim light of Moses and Elijah is now rejected in the light brighter than the sun 
shining from the face of Christ.

Today Moses and Elijah (the Law and the Prophets) do one thing: They point to Jesus!

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  
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Beloved its in the light of Jesus - that we begin to get a new vision and imagination about what it 
looks like to be human!

What does all this mean?
• Jesus is what God has to say about.....the contradictions of my life....

Life does not really begin to make sense until I place the Cross and Resurrection as my lens.
• It demands that I read my Bible through that lens.....now follow me...Jesus is what God has 

to say...
◦ So when I am reading at OT instruction to Gods people I have to read it through the lens of 

Jesus - beloved these are examples - 1 Cor 10:11 for us to whom the fulfillment has come - 
Jesus is that fulfillment.  

◦ Its simply BAD theology to read the words of the Law and Prophets as having the same 
‘instruction’ over my life.  Now do not hear what I did not say - I am believe the OT is sacred
and inspired but I do not believe Jesus said I should stone an adulterer....but its in there.

So it matters what you listen to when you hear Lies in your desert.....

You are alone - you do not matter - Approval
◦ LISTEN TO HIM - The Cross and Resurrection - You Belong

You don’t measure up - not enough - Ambition
◦ LISTEN TO HIM - You are significant to the Creator

You will always have hunger and lack - Appetite
◦ Listen to HIM - You are Secure in Him!

Something I want you see - this word - Transformed – Metamorphosis
Remember that word?  That worm becomes....a butterfly....beloved you are not a worm!
used 2 other times in the New Testament....
◦ Romans 12:1-2 - transformed Mind – Mind of Christ...
◦ 2 Corinthians 3:18-20 - transformed Heart - 

Listen - Jesus is what God has to say!

Closing Prayer
Hope beyond all human hope,
you promised descendants as numerous as the stars
to aged Abraham and barren Sarah.
You promise light and salvation
in the midst of darkness and despair,
and promise redemption to a world that will not listen.
Gather us to yourself in tenderness,
open our ears to listen to your word,
and teach us to live faithfully
as people confident of the fulfillment of your promises.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen
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