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And the secret is simply this: Christ in you!                                                                                                                  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with him the hope of all glorious things to come. Col 1:27b, JB Phillips 

 

Keeping Promises 
 

Years ago a movement swept the nation that captured the church unlike anything I have witnessed.  My 
first real exposure was in Boulder, Colorado when some 50,000 men congregated together for the 
purpose of being challenged about what it meant to be godly men who loved and followed Jesus.  
Following that gathering were a myriad of gatherings for the next several years climaxing in the coming 
together of nearly a million men on the National Mall for the purpose of repentance and prayer - I had the 
privilege of participating in that gathering as well.  Etched deeply in my memory were the moments of 
seeing countless men kneeling in prayer.  Of course by now many of you reading will be recalling your 
own memories of the Promise Keeper’s movement - it was remarkable to watch this unique call to men 
to live for Jesus and to live an authentic life of loving Jesus.  It swept the nation.  Multitudes of lives 
were impacted as they were encountering the Grace of Jesus. 
 

Over 25 years later we find our Nation in as much need of national revival as ever.  Did the movement 
fail?  Let me clearly say no.  No call to give ourselves to follow Jesus is ever a waste of time or energy.  
What I do see however was something in this movement that often occurs at this time of year. 
 

A strong emphasis on committing to make changes based in personal resolve- to become a Promise 
Keeper.  No matter how resolved and passionate the commitment, none of us are able to be true Promise 
Keepers, in our own strength!  And maybe that is the point! 
 

Let me remind you of another gathering in Genesis 15.  
The location to this day is hard to pin point- somewhere 
near a batch of Oak trees in Mamre near Hebron (in 
Palestine). Abram, who is living as a foreigner, 
encounters God just before the end of the day.  God 
makes a Promise ‘Do not fear, Abram, I am a shield to 
you; Your very great reward’ (Gen 15:1).  When Abram 
asks ‘how can this be?  I am childless...vs 2.  he is invited 
to behold in the night sky the uncountable stars of the 
heavens and to connect the Promise of this God to 
something beyond measure and ability.  Then something 
incredible happens - Vs 6 ‘ Then he (Abram) believed 
the Lord’.  And by believing it was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.  He became something and someone different 
because he chose not to attempt to be a Promise Keeper but rather to believe the Real Promise Keeper!  
Oh my goodness - did you catch that beloved!  The rest of the chapter reveals the remainder of God’s 
Promise Keeper conference with Abram and (vs 18) on that day the Lord made a Covenant with Abram! 
 

Beloved last week as we were in a our regular prayer meeting the Lord took us to Psalm 25:3 ‘No one 
whose hope is in the Lord will ever be put to shame...’ and it brought great encouragement to my heart.  
Yesterday as I again began to pray into that reality- praying for situations of incurable disease and 
systemic political evil that has given platform to the violent persecution of Christians in Syria, Gambia 
and South Sudan - the Lord brought Genesis 15 to mind. 
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Room 89 (door 16)  

unless otherwise stated 
 
 

Thursday ~ 6-7:30 am   
Prayer Meeting 
 

Friday ~7 pm - 9 pm 
Desire More Service & Children’s Equipping 
Join us for a refreshing time with the Lord and with 
other Jesus lovers! We look forward to being with you 
together in the presence of our beautiful Father.   

 

 
With gratitude and integrity we steward your gifts.  Thank you for partnering with the mission the 
Lord has given us in this hour as we partner with Him for His kingdom to be established.   

Please make your tax deductible contribution to:  
IHOP Fort Wayne  

5907 West Wallen Road,  
Fort Wayne, IN 46818 

Ben and Denise, Please agree with us over these prayer needs for the next month... 
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________________

 

 

As we begin 2017 
 

Two months ago—we wrote about consistency and change.  
We have learned that Consistency in prayer does not always 
mean increase in numbers or even excitement.  But it does 
create change!  Change that goes deep into the heart.  So here 
we remain in the place of united and sustained prayer with this 
deep awareness - it has changed us!  And we know it has 
changed the atmosphere of a region in many ways that we will 
never know. 
 

Many of our supporters have experienced changes that have 
changed their ability to partner with us financially.  Please 
agree with us as we continue to trust the Lord’s kind provision 
for our support.  If you can partner with us we would be so 
thankful.  We are excited how the Lord is moving us into this 
year and confident in His care.  More about that to come.   

 

 

Beloved as we contend in prayer for healing, the salvation of souls, for 
persecuted believers around the world, the ending of violence in the streets 
of our city and national revival - we agree with the One who has always 
kept His promise!  The promise He made to Abram He is still keeping 
today!  So, beloved, I urge you as we continue to contend and pray for 
things that do not seem to change-  do not fall prey to the temptation to 
attempt to be among those who will ‘make it happen’ by our sheer 

movement and momentum (to be clear God can and does move in movements and momentum).  Beloved as 
we begin another year - do not cling to anything other than the Unchanging Promise of God - We are asking 
boldly for what He invited us to ask - ‘as it is Heaven let it be on earth!’  May we resolve not to be better 
Promise Keepers but to know and rely on THE Promise 
Keeper and Lover of our souls! 

 

Simply put - in 2017 what is our mission statement?  We 
will keep showing up and agreeing with His Promises!   
Do we expect the House of Prayer to be filled with fresh momentum?  That has never been nor will it ever be 
the goal, beloved.  Our goal is to pray with Genesis 15 vision meaning this:  the basis of every prayer 
meeting is first about agreeing with and believing the Promise of God!   The promise when our weak hearts 
grow tired?   Psalm 25:3a ‘Indeed, none of those who [expectantly] wait for You will be ashamed...’ 


