
PRAISE INTERNATIONAL

FULLY ALIVE JOHN 6:63 – PEOPLE OF FAITH 
NT COL. 1:9-11, OT PSALM 107:1-3

Good Morning.

I want to extend a greeting from my wife.  Also from Sister Ann Heidenreich who is recovering from a 
major surgery this past Thursday.  Please continue to hold her up in prayer.

I want to share with you about an event that a friend of mine is hosting in Fremont Indiana - August 23-
24 a weekend with Brad Jersak.  

 The Cruciform Gospel - Brad is the author of several books but the one that really resonated with
me in my own journey A More Christlike God,  he has also written book on hearing God called 
Can you hear Me?  and this year just released A more Christlike Way.  

 He is pastor teacher author and professor in 3 Seminaries 2 in England - Westminster Theological
Centre and the University of Nottingham as well as one in Canada at St. Stephens Seminary.  

 I don’t normally want to be about rehearsing credentials but especially in this case when you 
have someone who has begun to invite the western church to reconsider some of our held 
understandings about who God actually is - namely that He is most revealed in Jesus.

 You can register online by visiting the Facebook page entitled The Cruciform Gospel.  
 Cruciform simply meaning Cross shaped.

Denise and I recently took a trip and I was fascinated by what I will call the instagram culture. 
 Men and women who are in some of the most fascinating places on the planet and whose only 

concern is to get a picture...and move on.  
 After the photo....they are not slowing down and simply living in the moment they are rushing to 

the next shot to give the impressions that they are actually living...it was really fascinating.  
 But that isn’t new is it....trying to give the impression of being alive but not really living.

I read something the early Church Father Iranaeus said about the followers of Jesus when he said
 “the glory of God is man fully alive". 

At first glance that sounds almost like self actualization-complete version of his statement was this -  
The glory of God gives life; those who see God receive life.... It is impossible to live without life, 
and the actualization of life comes from participation in God, while participation in God is to see
God and enjoy his goodness.  

I want to talk with you this morning about what it looks like to be a People who are fully alive.

Last week we looked at John 5 this week I want to look at John 6 as the backdrop for this message 
namely verse 63 when Jesus said 

‘It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing: the words that I have spoken to you are 
spirit and are life.’

Two things I want to note is their are two words that Jesus used in this statement - 
First is in reference to the Spirit that ‘gives life’ is one word - that means life comes in a place where 
there was none before - life from death and life where it was absent.  
The second is Jesus saying my words are life - the word life is similar but here it is a word that is a 
reference to the creative life of God in Creation.  Directly connected to God in creation - let there be 
light.

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  

Col 1:27b  JB Phillips
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My point here is that we have often had lots of 'words of Jesus' but not a lot of life!
 Meaning that we have made a point to be about rehearsing words and information.
 Jesus Himself is the expression of the Father.

Where we landed last week was in John 5:24.
..Jesus closes His response by saying whoever hears My Word and believes Him who sent Me 
has eternal life....

The word He uses here is Logos = the Logic of God.  
 It is the word John uses to describe Jesus in John 1 - in the beginning was the Logos Word.  Its 

actually to bad that this word is not capitalized in our Bibles because I am of the conviction that 
when we see this word used in the New Testament it is NOT as some have inferred a reference to
the scripture - it is a direct reference to God as revealed in Christ Jesus.

John 6:63 ...the words that I have spoken to you are Spirit and life...
 The word He uses here is Rhema = spoken words - expression of the Logic of God.

So here is the question - what are the Words that Jesus spoke with His life?
 Far to easy to attach this to verses we can memorize and fail to connect them to the revelation 

of the pursuit of the God Head.

The entire mid section of John 5 Jesus said you are asking for some kind of statement - 
 But you have the witness of John, the works I have done, the Father and the scripture.

What are the words Jesus spoke with His life?
 Loyalty to the plans and promises of the God Head;

◦ So much so Jesus repeats this phrase over and over - I do not do anything of my own.  
◦ I am Loyal to the Words of the Father!
◦ Watch this - Jesus demonstrates what it means to live as a person of Faith - in allegiance 

to the Father!

 He demonstrates Hope that is anchored in the reality of an Actual Kingdom that is 
unshaken by any other kingdom.  
◦ A Kingdom of righteousness Peace and Joy!

 He demonstrates that Love is the Motivation for all things. 
◦  Love that is not self giving and self emptying and always seeks the good of the other.

These are the Words that Jesus actually ingested and gave as life and that He invites us to ingest 
and take as life!  This is the Diet He is inviting men and women to embrace!

Denise is gone and yesterday I noticed so was the bread....and so I pulled a loaf out of the freezer....its 
not good to be without bread...Jesus is John 6...

 Jesus has a bunch of people follow Him - John says 5000 who have dropped everything to press 
in a little closer and now its time for dinner....and there is no food.  Jesus feeds them....and now 
we see the excitement of men and women....we get a free meal out of this deal!  

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  

Col 1:27b  JB Phillips
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 They chase after Jesus for more bread.  Then He tells them.....by the way I was that bread that 
came down out of heaven....vs 58
This is the bread which came down out of heaven, not as the fathers ate and died he who eats this
bread will live forever.

In the end Jesus is inviting people looking for a loaf of bread to eat real bread...
 Bread that would bring real life to them and those around them.
 I want us to notice He focused those words on those whose life was not lacking for spiritual 

activity but whose lives did not contain life.

What does it look like to have a diet that brings life?
 Jesus said its a life filled with life giving bread.....

So as I pondering this passage....what does it look like to be a people who are fully alive?

More than information and activity but with something that actually gives life....

I want to submit these 3 things - 

 These three things describe what I believe real Christians look like....
A People of Faith - Hope and Love – cover the next couple weeks.

First it means we are a People of Faith

Well isn’t that what we are as Christians?  Yes
 But too often we have equated faith with the idea of knowing the right information and having 

made a mental ascent of agreeing with those things....meaning that we have connected the source
and substance of faith in us.....

 The good news I want to proclaim over us this morning is this - that faith begins in God.
◦ Eph. 2:8 by faith you have been saved and this not from yourselves...it is a gift of God...
◦ So it began in God before you began to agree with the idea....yes.  He choose us before the 

foundation of the world....
◦ He believed in you long before you believed in any idea of Him!
◦ He said yes before you could possible even have said yes...
◦ He displayed faithfulness before you even conceived of an idea of faith...

 The beginning point of faith is Him....

To be a people of faith is not about our collection of ideas its to be a people fascinated by Him...

Paul said it this way in Gal. 2:20   The life I live I live by the Faith of the son of God.(KJV)
( The voice)
 I have been crucified with the Anointed One—I am no longer alive—but the Anointed is living in
me; and whatever life I have left in this failing body I live by the faithfulness of God’s Son, the 
One who loves me and gave His body on the cross for me. 
Faith begins in and comes from Him....

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  
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 Listen to how Jesus expressed this reality in His humanity - John 14:10 (NIV)
Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you I 
do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work.

A people of faith are living in something freely given that produces a life that is not from us but 
from God .... and that is consistent with His character...

And let me point to one more important point - 
 2 Peter 1:1

To those who have received a faith of the same kind as ours by the righteousness of God our God
and Saviour Jesus Christ.

 No what you have is not somehow lacking in quality or sufficiency as compared to the the early 
church or whomever you want to compare yourself.

So Faith begins in God is freely given....
 I want to submit that it is first mark is captivation - You loved me - you enable and equip 

me....
 My point is that when we realize this is about saying yes to what God has done the bedrock of 

revelation is what He has done...is what it is to be a people of faith....to be a people who look 
and sound little bit more like Jesus who said its actually the Father living in me....

 Not my mental ascent  or theological agreement.

A people of faith are a people who are marked by allegiance and loyalty to the one who said yes to 
me.....Christ in me the Hope of glory.

 Because He is better that what I think I need to change the way I think.
 He is actually more generous, kind, forgiving and loving that I could have ever imagined.

What does that mean?
 The primary passion of a people of Faith is what we are rehearsing....
 The Character of God vs Dogma
 The Goodness of God vs our efforts
 The Love of God displayed in Jesus vs pointing out the failings of others or the culture around 

us.
 A people who are consumed by this life changing revelation - I was included.
 Inclusion is not about acceptance of others thinking or acting differently....that is love.
 As a Person of Faith Inclusion is about this incredible reality I was included in His suffering, 

death and resurrection and in Him Col. 2:10 I am complete!

And glory to God no boogie man no demon nothing in all of created order can separate me from what
He has done Romans 8:38-39 (my paraphrase)

 Beloved people who Faith are a people captured by the fullness of Jesus.....
 Real Bread?  John 6 believe real truth John 6:29 believe the One He sent.

Chosen to trust our life with His life....

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  
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The Gift of Faith
“Faith is deliberate confidence in the character of God whose ways you may not understand at the

time.” Oswald Chambers    
“In the nineteenth century the greatest tightrope walker in the world was a man named Charles Blondin. 
On June 30, 1859, he became the first man in history to walk on a tightrope across Niagara Falls. Over 
twenty-five thousand people gathered to watch him walk 1,100 feet suspended on a tiny rope 160 feet 
above the raging waters. He worked without a net or safety harness of any kind. The slightest slip would 
prove fatal. When he safely reached the Canadian side, the crowd burst into a mighty roar.  In the days 
that followed, he would walk across the Falls many times. Once he walked across on stilts; another time 
he took a chair and a stove with him and sat down midway across, cooked an omelet, and ate it. Once he 
carried his manager across riding piggyback. And once he pushed a wheelbarrow across loaded with 350
pounds of cement. On another occasion he asked the cheering spectators if they thought he could push a 
man across sitting in a wheelbarrow. A mighty roar of approval rose from the crowd. Spying a man 
cheering loudly, he asked, “Sir, do you think I could safely carry you across in this wheelbarrow?” “Yes, 
of course.” “Get in,” the Great Blondin replied with a smile. The man refused.”   Even though Blondin 
had ‘proved’ himself over and over the person was unwilling to trust his life to his ability.  He talked 
well but his faith in Blondin was lacking.  The same could be said of our faith at times.  We find 
ourselves having to cross a great divide and Father encourages our hearts to trust and yet we refuse.  
Faith is His gift to us if we choose to embrace it.  Father’s gift of faith is what helps us to rise in the 
morning and face the day with a determined joy to live our destiny.  Are you willing to get into the 
wheelbarrow today?
And those who know Your name will put their trust in You; For You, Lord, have not forsaken those who

seek You. Psalm 9:10 (NKJV)

This choice is not about a well rehearsed prayer or formula but about a life marked by surrender - a 
choice to say Yes to the mystery and wonder of His incredible love for the human heart.

 You can bring life - as you defined it righteousness peace and joy into my life.

Closing Prayer 
Generous Giver,
you pour forth your extravagant bounty without 
measure
upon your whole creation.
Teach us such generosity,

that the fruits of our spirits
and the works of our hands may be used
for the building of your commonwealth of blessing. 
Amen.

Communion 

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  

Col 1:27b  JB Phillips
8/04/2019 Page 5


