
PRAISE INTERNATIONAL

FOLLOWING JESUS IN A TIME OF CRISIS 
NT LUKE 12:32, OT PSALM 50:23

Good Morning - 

I want to again extend greetings from my wife who be back next week.  Also I want to share a good 
report so far from Sister Ann who is recovering from surgery.

I want to share with you about an event that a friend of mine is hosting in Fremont Indiana - August 23-
24 a weekend with Brad Jersak.  

 The Cruciform Gospel - Brad is the author of several books but the one that really resonated with
me in my own journey A More Christlike God,  he has also written book on hearing God called 
Can you hear Me?  and this year just released A more Christlike Way.  

 He is pastor teacher author and professor in 3 Seminaries 2 in England - Westminster Theological
Centre and the University of Nottingham as well as one in Canada at St. Stephens Seminary.  

 I don’t normally want to be about rehearsing credentials but especially in this case when you 
have someone who has begun to invite the western church to reconsider some of our held 
understandings about who God actually is - namely that He is most revealed in Jesus.

 You can register online by visiting the Facebook page entitled The Cruciform Gospel.  
 Cruciform simply meaning Cross shaped.

Last week we looked at what Jesus meant when He said the words that I have spoken to you are spirit 
and life - and we asked the question what are the Words that Jesus spoke with His life?  

 Loyalty to the plans and promises of the God Head - Faith.
◦ So much so Jesus repeats this phrase over and over - I do not do anything of my own.  
◦ I am Loyal to the Words of the Father!
◦ Watch this - Jesus demonstrates what it means to live as a person of Faith - in allegiance 

to the Father!

 He demonstrates Hope that is anchored in the reality of an Actual Kingdom that is 
unshaken by any other kingdom.  
◦ A Kingdom of righteousness Peace and Joy!

 He demonstrates that Love is the Motivation for all things. 
◦  Love that is self giving and self emptying and always seeks the good of the other.

My intent was to continue to develop these thoughts a little further but those were interrupted by the 
Acts of Violence that have occurred over the last week across our nation that I feel compelled to speak 
towards and hopefully offer some clarity as Jesus followers.

What is going on?  The sheer horror of what for most all of us could be described as unimaginable
acts of violence.  So how do we respond as Jesus followers?

The New Testament reading from the Lectionary is from Luke 12:32 
 Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has chosen gladly to give you the kingdom.
( The Voice)  My little flock, don’t be afraid. God is your Father, and your Father’s great joy is 
to give you His kingdom.

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  

Col 1:27b  JB Phillips
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The title I have given the message this morning is; Following Jesus in a time of Crisis.

How do we respond in a time of Crisis.

The first thing is that we need to recognize what is really happening in front of our eyes.  
◦ It must be first labeled for what it is - The rage of Hell being embodied in front of our eyes.  

▪ Jesus said John 10:10 the theif comes to steal, kill and destroy... 
▪ Beloved when I walked the grounds of the concentration camps of Westerbork and Dauchau 

there is no human explanation for the violence against humanity that occurred there.  
▪ When I have studied the genocides that have occurred in our generation in  places like Rwanda, 

Serbia, Laos, and Syria....I have am without words to give rational explanation of what can 
possess humanity to this kind level of hatred...

▪ Unless I give honest thought to Jesus words in John 8:44 the devil who was a murderer from 
the beginning and is intent to destroy anything that bears the Image of God - his hatred for 
humanity has found expression throughout history.

So How do we respond?  
 I mean this has been all over headlines over the last week...
 Now I believe partly because of our lack of revelation - in our struggle to make sense of it - we 

look for something to blame....

For the first 3 months of work as a chaplain I had this little game I played in my head...
 person comes in with heart attack - ( inner decision do better at taking care of yourself) 
 person comes in with horrific car accident ( wear your seat belt and drive carefully) 
 person comes in from motorcycle accident....(no body should ride one of those)....
 my point is that I looked for something or someone to blame for the misfortune of the person 

being treated.  
 We do that don’t we?  We look for a scapegoat - something or someone to blame....

◦ As long as I could find a scapegoat I could avoid tragedy...until I couldn’t....

As we look over the past week....here are some of the scapegoats I have heard....now hear me some of
these are real issues...do not hear me dismissing the need to deal with them.

 Racism....well yes we do need to deal with actual racism in our nation...
 What about Guns....well yes we do need to address some of the insanity surrounding a nation that

will allow even a blind person to purchase a gun.....but what about the 2 knife attacks....
 Well its about white privilege... well yes we need to look at systems that have existed that have 

dropped road blocks in front of some and given advantage to others....
 What about the mean rhetoric....yes that needs to be addressed...
 Its the Violent media culture that has glamorized violence...yes we need to look at that as well.

Now before I move on - let me be clear in saying that I believe there is a place for civic discourse and to 
engage to fight for change in issues that need to change

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  
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How do we respond to whats ‘out there’? Just call it out...?
Ben Sternke

 if that’s all we do, we keep the problem “out there,” which means we keep any way forward 
“out there” (i.e. just get rid of the “bad guys,” whoever we deem them to be). In actuality, I 
believe the problem is “in here,” and because of that, so is the way forward.

Here’s what I mean: This is God’s world, and he is present and active in it. He is setting 
everything right through his Son Jesus Christ, and we are his church, filled and empowered by 
his Holy Spirit to be about our Father’s business. It was Dallas Willard who said “Humanity 
remains God’s project, not ours, and his initiatives are always at work among us.”

This week a friend sent me a quote from Wendell Berry, who said that the big problems we have 
now won’t be solved with “big solutions,” but rather “by hundreds of people accepting local 
responsibilities for small problems.” It’s hard to argue with Wendell Berry.

How do we respond?
I want to submit 4 clear invitations from the Scripture - 

The first - Repent.
 Jesus arrives and begins His ministry in the midst of a very oppressive and violent empire and 

here is what I want to invite us to pay attention to...
 He does NOT start His ministry calling out the broken oppressive social structures of the 

day that degraded women, gave advantage to certain class’s of people over others, where the 
powerful used the weak....
◦ Mark 1:14-15  The time is fulfilled...it is a God moment....and here is what you do in a God 

moment....Repent!

 The first invitation of Jesus to His followers and His continued and consistent call is to Repent...
◦ Jesus seems convinced of that the primary issues that need to be dealt with are not ‘out 

there’ but 'in here!'

Jesus brother James 4:1-3
What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is not the source your pleasures 
that wage war in your members? You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. You 
are envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do
not ask.  You ask and do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, so that you 
may spend it on your pleasures.

From the Message translation
Where do you think all these appalling wars and quarrels come from? Do you think they 
just happen? Think again. They come about because you want your own way, and fight 
for it deep inside yourselves. You lust for what you don’t have and are willing to kill to 
get it. You want what isn’t yours and will risk violence to get your hands on it.
You wouldn’t think of just asking God for it, would you? And why not? Because you know
you’d be asking for what you have no right to. You’re spoiled children, each wanting 
your own way.

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  
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Repent....
 I recall when I first began to grapple with the problem of Racism in our nation....
 I began to actually listen to the story of African Americans....but inwardly I am sorry to say that I

took a dismissive response.  Don’t look at me!  
 I didn’t do that  - my folks came over on the boat - literally!  
 I’m not responsible for the evil of slavery that existed in America and the inherent racism that 

was birthed out of it.  

I can remember the moment 
 I was sitting on a bus traveling to a prayer gathering with Pastors from our region and I was 

explaining to one of the men who would be facilitating the summit how I was trying to better 
understand but also felt a distance from it....

 Then as he was sharing about his own efforts in reconciliation that he had actually traveled with 
white and black men and women to the actual slave ports of eastern Africa and stood in the slave 
markets with his white friends and ask God to heal the divisions.....from one of the places it 
began....what was the largest slave trading port in eastern Africa ran by the Dutch!  

 I felt the blood drain out of my body when I realized how I had chosen to dismiss and deflect 
the present pain of my black brothers because I was so sure my heritage had no part in their 
pain.  

Now here me - my family did not run the ships or the ports....
 but as a white man born by a Dutch mom and dad I had to come to grips with the fact that I grew 

up surrounded by a system that has given me advantage on multiple levels....
 The same system that has given me advantage has left others disadvantages....

Now do not hear what I am NOT saying - I am NOT saying that I feel I am to blame all the evils of
something like slavery and racism that have crushed and exploited so many.

 What I am saying is that part of my repentance is to recognize any system apart from the 
Kingdom of God is likely built on systems of Power that are not a reflection of Gods Kingdom.  
And therefore I need to repent not 'feel bad' but......to change the way I think...

 The way we begin to cooperate with God in the renewal of all things is to repent. Repentance 
drains us of our defensiveness and self-sufficiency, and makes space for a new kind of life that 
only comes from God. Ben Sternke

Romans 5:18-20
 Through the sin of the one man....the many were made sinners.

Do not hear me blaming or deflecting....
 We all have mind sets that if informed outside of the Love of God revealed in Christ 

Jesus.....we need to repent from...ways that we have chosen to make life work apart from 
God.

The declaration of Independence is good for a republic....but actually bad theology.
 In the Good News of the Gospel I declare my dependence on the Work of Christ for all things.

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  
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 Now let me clarify one more thing - repentance is not feeling bad....
 It is about naming and identifying the roots of violence in me.....

Anything that has set itself up against the true knowledge of Christ 2 Cor. 10
 Must be torn down

Part of the simplicity of Repentance is owning a full throated admission - I am powerless to make 
things right in my own strength....

The flesh profits nothing....the words I have given are spirit and life....
 Jesus invitation is to Repent!

2 - His invitation is to Believe....
 Believe is about what we do.....Romans 5:18-20
 What are we do believe?  Where Sin increases - Grace abounds all the more...

Beloved....there is something in operation in the Gospel of Christ Jesus called the Grace of 
God that is more powerful than any policy or army - The Grace of God!

Grace that is deeper broader....and able to 
◦ Restore
◦ Redeem
◦ Renew
My prayer this past week was something like this from Romans 5 - God that you would find
in me agreement ....were sin stuns me...Grace would overwhelm and control me....

◦ Nothing - no one has fallen where Gods Grace cannot reach, renew and restore!
◦ His grace is greater because it is system based in Covenant Love not a religious contract of 

duty and obligation.

Its a Grace that will never ever quit - Is 42:4
“He will not be disheartened or crushed
Until He has established justice in the earth;
And the coastlands will wait expectantly for His law.”

Lam. 2:1-4
The Lord’s lovingkindnesses indeed never cease,
For His compassions never fail.
They are new every morning;
Great is Your faithfulness.
“The Lord is my portion,” says my soul,
“Therefore I have hope in Him.”

Jesus invitation - Repent and Believe

3 - Resist - Stand

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  
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Jesus brother James said 4:6-8
 6 But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “God is opposed to the proud, but 
gives grace to the humble.” 7 Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee 
from you. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you 
sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 

Peter - 1 Peter 5:6-8
6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at 
the proper time, 7 casting all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you. 8 Be of 
sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, 
seeking someone to devour. 

Ephesians 6 - To Stand - armor = Jesus Himself!

 Beloved spiritual warfare is NOT about winning some kind of battle against Satan....that 
has already been done ( col 2).  We are not out doing a new battle....we are simple standing 
in agreement.

Here is what this means - our posture - Humility - but agreement - Not Here!
Repent - Believe - Stand and finally

4.  Proclaim Good News!
There is another way to live!  We have a King whose Kingdom is ruled in Love.  
◦ I don’t need another King - I already have a King - who is good and kind and who invites me 

to live in a Kingdom of Love.

So watch this - I don’t have to choose who I will love....
◦ I have an invitation to live a life of open love....and connect with people who are not like 

me...

Amazing isn’t it - Jesus hardly ever tried to convince people of the error of their ways....

 He in love connects to the weak....He is vulnerable to outsiders, misfits....
 He is moved towards the people that others would most likely have blamed for their problems...

Repentance beloved looks like
when we begin to move in love toward those who we are most tempted to make our enemy.

Beloved -
Jesus comes in humility
becomes the object of violence and hatred and does not reflect it back...He actually absorbs it and
proclaims the Love of the Father in self giving and self emptying love on the Cross.

Todays reading from the lectionary 
 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom” (Luke 12:32).

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  
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From Ben Sternke
Don’t be afraid, church! Don’t be afraid to reach out and connect with those who are hurt and 
angry. Don’t be afraid to grieve with them and feel their pain. Don’t be afraid to confess and 
repent often. Don’t be afraid to love when you’d rather sneer, to welcome when you’d rather 
condemn.

Don’t be afraid of what others may say. Don’t be afraid of awkward conversations. Don’t be 
afraid of being marginalized and misunderstood by the powerful if you stand in solidarity with 
the weak and vulnerable. Don’t be afraid to speak the truth in love, saying no to violence and 
hate while letting your heart be broken by it.

Don’t be afraid to wade into the sea of heartache that is our broken world and open your heart, 
for God is always present and at work, his grace goes ahead of you, and the gates of hell will not 
prevail against the church.

A Prayer for reconciliation
( From Daily Prayer withe Carrymeela Community) 

Where there is separation,
there is pain.
And where there is pain,
there is a story.

And where there is story,
there is understanding,
and misunderstanding,
listening
and not listening.

May we - separated peoples. estranged strangers,
unfriended families, divided communities - 
turn toward each other,
and turn toward our stories,
with understanding
and listening, 
with passion and acceptance,
with challenge, change
and consolation.

Because if God is to be found,
God will be found
in the space
between.

Amen.
Communion 

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  
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