
PRAISE INTERNATIONAL

CITIZENS OF ANOTHER COUNTRY  EPHESIANS 2:11-14, 19-22
NT LUKE 8:38-39 OT PSALM 65:1-6

Good Morning - 
• Prayer for Camp June 24-27
• Servolution July 21

48 Years ago - June 2, 1971 was a day that changed my life!
• That Friday morning began like any other summer morning until my mother instructed my 

brother and I that it was time to change into our dress up cloths and pile in the car with the family
for to Denver.

You see I was barely out of diapers the we left the country I was born into.  Our family boarded an old 
school bus and headed south to the United States of America.  So in the summer of 1964 my parents left 
the country they had immigrated to Canada for a new place to call home Denver Colorado.  About a year
later we moved to Colorado Springs where I had no idea that we were foreigners in a new country until 
that day that we were told to get ready to become Citizens of another country.  

• It was the end of a 7 year process that my parents had been involved in; not only did they have to
wait 7 years but they had to study and provide a working knowledge of things like language,
the constitution, and the laws in order to apply for citizenship.  

• When they had taken the tests and made it through the waiting period they made a DECISION.

That Decision is what brought our family to the Federal Court house in Denver Colorado that day 
• To lay aside the Citizenship of the country they had left and most of their children were born into

and become Citizens of another country.  
• They did not just want to remain as landed immigrants but to become a part of the country.  
• No longer Aliens or Foreigners but Citizens with the obligations and privileges that 

accompanied.  

That Decision affected all of us that day!
• That Day all 10 of us piled into two cars ( my younger sister was born in the States and already a 

Citizen).  
• After we arrived at the Federal building following my brother and I stating that we did NOT 

want to loose our Canadian Citizenship - of course my parents let us know that the Decision was 
already made and we would benefit from it.

I sat with my Siblings in a Courtroom with loads of other people as I remember hearing my Parents 
names being called - now in my parents case they actually took an additional name.  

• In the Netherlands they only had a first and last name.  
• In the US they asked for a middle name - so my Fathers name became Kornelis, Cornelis 

Bouwers, My mothers name was Jantje - that she had already changed in Canada to Jannie and 
she took the middle name Joyce.  

• My two oldest siblings were called upon in this setting as well.

As they were called upon:
They had to stand and make a Public Declaration of their Allegiance to the United States of America!  
In so doing they were renouncing their Canadian Citizenship as they Declared Allegiance to America.

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
Yes, Christ in you bringing with Him the hope of all the glorious things to come.  
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It did not end there however;
For myself and the remainder of my siblings we were taken into a smaller room;

• We did not have to take a test as our education was going to teach us.
• We were invited to sign our name on a document that now stated we were Citizens of the USA.
• Then we were invited to publicly declare our allegiance to the United States - that day 

changed our lives.
• My oldest brother 11.5 years older than me became a Citizen and was immediately placed in the 

Draft Pool during the Vietnam war.
• We now had the rights, privileges and responsibilities of the United States.

So from that day forward....things changed.
We now had the Responsibility to Demonstrate those rights and privileges.

• When I was younger and even to this day - I have a certain aggravation and annoyance with 
my Canadian and Dutch cousins who go out of their way to make a point about glaring 
problems in our Country - as if I am responsible!

• Over the years I have realized that part of their jabbing at me is because I actually have 
something they do not - Citizenship in the most influential country in the world!

How did I become what I was not born into?

• Decision - had to be made.
• June 2, 1971 - a Public Declaration that each one of us had to make.
• For the past 48 years - a Demonstration of Loyalty and allegiance.

Now I am no longer an Alien.....or even a landed immigrant....Now lets look at this 
• Would it have been enough to just make a Decision?  
• Or a Declaration?  
• To be a Citizen requires a Demonstration of Loyalty to things like filing taxes and voting etc.

This is similar to another story....Paul describes in Ephesians 2:11-14
So don’t forget that you were not born as Jews and were uncircumcised (circumcision itself is just a 

work of man’s hands); you had none of the Jewish covenants and laws; you were foreigners to 
Israel’s incredible heritage; you were without the covenants and prophetic promises of the 
Messiah, the promised hope, and without God.

Yet look at you now! Everything is new! Although you were once distant and far away from God, now 
you have been brought delightfully close to him through the sacred blood of Jesus—you have 
actually been united to Christ!  Our reconciling “Peace” is Jesus! He has made Jew and non-
Jew one in Christ. By dying as our sacrifice, he has broken down every wall of prejudice that 
separated us and has now made us equal through our union with Christ.

16-20
Through his crucifixion, hatred died. For the Messiah has come to preach this sweet message of 

peace to you, the ones who were distant, and to those who are near. And now, because we are 
united to Christ, we both have equal and direct access in the realm of the Holy Spirit to come 
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before the Father! So, you are not foreigners or guests, but rather you are the children of the city
of the holy ones, with all the rights as family members of the household of God.  You are rising 
like the perfectly fitted stones of the temple; and your lives are being built up together upon the 
ideal foundation laid by the apostles and prophets, and best of all, you are connected to the Head
Cornerstone of the building, the Anointed One, Jesus Christ himself!

Paul says it this way as well in Col. 3:20 - as followers of Jesus our Citizenship is in Heaven....

And here we are....what does it mean to be a (an agent of Shield) a Citizen of another land?

1.  Begins here - Decision!

That Decision is this - Is it true?

◦ John 20:31 “ these things have been written that you might believe”
◦ Nope I don’t have all the answers but I have enough to give me a reasonable faith to 

conclude - Its True!
◦ If its True - Do I believe what Jesus said? - John 3:16-18 the Msg

“This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only Son. And this is why:
so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting 
life. God didn’t go to all the trouble of sending his Son merely to point an accusing finger, 
telling the world how bad it was. He came to help, to put the world right again. Anyone who 
trusts in him is acquitted; anyone who refuses to trust him has long since been under the death 
sentence without knowing it. And why? Because of that person’s failure to believe in the one-of-
a-kind Son of God when introduced to him.”

Unfortunately this is where it ends for many....

• Decision to agree with the facts.....
• Now hear me it has to begin here.... if I or my parents had stopped here...’Id still be singing 

Oh Canada instead of God bless America....and secretly envying my American Cousins.

• The Scripture reveals however that even the Devil agrees with the facts....
• The demons believe.....

A Decision has to be followed by a Public Declaration...

• Now watch this - I had made a decision in College that as far as I was concerned there was 
no more desirable gal on campus that Denise Crumpacker.....but I had to get that out of my 
mouth!

• Jesus said it this way Luke 12:8-9
◦ And I say to you, everyone who confesses Me before men, the Son of Man will confess him 

also before the angels of God, but he who denies Me before men will be denied before the 
angels of God.

• The reason Public Declaration matters is that it means we are owning that Decision!

And the secret is simply this Christ in you!  
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• That is part of what Water Baptism is about...a Public Declaration of a Decision to pledge 
allegiance to Jesus!

Now once again if this is all the farther this goes.....we have a problem....
• ‘I made a ‘confession of faith’ I give my offering’

• Now Denise and I celebrated 36 years of marriage this week....thank you very much.
◦ We had a great wedding day - my car got towed....I lost the keys....I couldn’t find my 

tux gloves I got to the church late....what made it great?  
◦ We made a public Declaration of a Decision to live as husband and wife!

Now here we are 36 years later
• Decision made July 22 1982
• Declaration June 18 1983

• Now let me ask an obvious question - was it our vows, or the wedding day or the rings 
that have kept us in love?

What has kept us in love is a Demonstration of that Love.....

• Embodied Loyalty and allegiance to one another - Daily sometimes hourly.

Jesus said it this way...Matthew 7:24
Anyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who 

built his house on a rock....
Anyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish 

man who built his house on the sand.

So what Words did Jesus put into Practice?  Word made flesh....

2 Cor 8:8-9
...though He was rich for your sake He became poor...

Jesus Demonstrated in His Flesh;
• Radical Forgiveness
• Open handed Love
• Generosity to the Poor and broken
• Unwavering Loyalty to His Fathers Words

Beloved we are Citizens of Another Kingdom.....
How will we live as Aliens or Citizens?

We live it out in the same way - 

1 - Have you made a Decision - to believe and trust in who Jesus has revealed Himself to 
be?
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2 - Have you Declared it Openly - have you responded in Baptism and publicly sharing 
your Faith?

3 - Have you Chosen to Demonstrate it in a Life of Loyalty and Allegiance to Jesus

Paul says it this way Galatians 5 – The Message Translation
As you yield freely and fully to the dynamic life and power of the Holy Spirit, you will abandon the 

cravings of your self - life
The cravings of the self-life are obvious: Sexual immorality, lustful thoughts, pornography, chasing 

after things instead of God, manipulating others, hatred of those who get in your way, senseless 
arguments, resentment when others are favored, temper tantrums, angry quarrels, only thinking 
of yourself, being in love with your own opinions, being envious of the blessings of others, 
murder, uncontrolled addictions, wild parties, and all other similar behavior.

Haven’t I already warned you that those who use their “freedom” for these things will not inherit the 
kingdom realm of God!

 But the fruit produced by the Holy Spirit within you is divine love in all its varied expressions:
joy that overflows,
peace that subdues,
patience that endures,
kindness in action,
a life full of virtue,
faith that prevails,
gentleness of heart, and
strength of spirit.

Rich Mullins Creed – Video if we have time

Closing Prayer 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son,
our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father,
and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Closing Questions:
• Which of the 3 words describe where Jesus is in your story?
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